ECED Innsbruck 2005

9th General Meeting of the

EUROPEAN COUNCIL ON EATING DISORDERS

GUIDELINES & PROCEDURE FOR DEBATES

1. Each debate lasts for an hour-and-a-half, and the intention is that the delegates, not the proposer and opposer, should have as much time as possible to debate the motion. The role of proposer and opposer is to initiate the exchange of ideas, not to dominate the proceedings. All delegates are encouraged to participate.

2. The proposer will propose the motion first. The proposer and opposer will have between ten and fifteen minutes each to make their case. Under no circumstances will the Chairperson allow them to go beyond fifteen minutes each. Each debater is restricted to three slides or overhead sheets, containing only the arguments.

3. The speakers and the delegates do not necessarily have to hold the opinions they express. Debates often flourish when a delegate takes an extreme stance. Delegates should not be concerned if their views appear too radical.

4. Delegates may speak by either informing the Chairperson prior to the debate that they wish to be called, or alternatively, raising their hand once the debate has been “open to the floor”. They should stand when speaking and give their name and city/country.

5. No delegate should speak for more than two minutes. Delegates should remember that they are expressing their opinions, not asking questions of the proposer or opposer.

6. The debate will end by the proposer and then the opposer making a final brief statement.

7. At the end of the debate, the Chairperson will call for a vote; voting will then be made by showing either the red card (no/contra) or the green card (yes/pro; included in the congress bag). Votes will not be scrupulously counted, but the Chairperson’s impression will suffice.

8. Please follow the directions of the Chairperson whose decisions on the conduct of the debate is final.

